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Introduction

I have been doing documented Islamic work since May 1984 (see Islamic Archival Work on www.dr-umar-azam.com )   At the time (May 1984), at the age of 22, I had compiled booklets such as The British Muslims, the typescript Dreams in Islam and Prayers in Islam (all of which can be read on the above-mentioned Website) and I had a rather inflated personal view of their importance, making myself believe that I had written them, although only the work on 'dreams' was original.  Such a conviction inspired me to donate the works in spirally-bound, typecript form.  It was a relief when the organisations to whom I donated these works accepted them, although at times this was not the case (see the letter from Manchester Grammar School to me, below)!  I don't mean that these works were useless but, rather that I should not have taken the credit for what was not my own original scholarship.  But I was very naive in such matters at the time, which may be some justification.  Looking back now, I find some of the Royal Mail 'snail mail' letters I received (of course, there was no Internet then) interesting because they do show the effort that I exerted; in hindsight, the experience I gained from my dealings with institutions and organisations at that time, and subsequently, was of great help in later work.  I do hope that readers of these letters also find them interesting and inspirational.

                                      ***THE LETTERS ***

1.   From: Islamic Educational Publications, Leicester on 13 March 1987

Dear Brother Umar,

As salamu Alaykim,

I hope you are keeping well.  I have not seen you for some time but on my next trip to Manchester, I will arrange a meeting with you.

As you know that the Muslim community is plagued by numerous problems for which they are seeking solutions.  I have therefore initiated a series in which occasional papers can be published under the Muslim Communities Survey.  The enclosed form will give you an idea of the nature of the papers we are seeking.  If you are interested in contributing a paper to the series, please select a topic or if you wish, I can send you a number of topics from which you can choose, and let me know as soon as possible.  

Looking forward to hearing from you soon.

Wassalam.

Your brother in Islam,

(Signature)

A. Hussain

2.   From: Islamic Research Institute, Faisal Masjid, Islamabad, Pakistan on 28 February 1987

Dear Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of the following two books which you have so kindly donated to our Library.

1.          Prayers in Islam

2.          Dreams in Islam

These books will enrich our collections, and I assure you that our readers would get the fullest benefit from them.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(Signature and Handwritten Date)

Syed Ahmad Zafar


Librarian

3.   From: The University of Bath, UK on 20 March 1987

Dear Mr Azam

Thank you for the kind donation of your recent research project entitled "Dreams in Islam".  Your previous donation "The British Muslims" is still being processed at present.  Although we are glad receive books which are donated, they take a little longer to process because they are obviously not as urgent as vital course texts.

Yours sincerely

(Signature)

H J Hayman

Library Secretary

4.   From: The University of Buckingham,UK on 27 January 1987

Dear Mr Azam,

Thank you for your book The British Muslims.  I have handed it to the Muslim Society, where it will be made available for use by students and staff.

Yours sincerely

(Signature)

R. A. Newell

Assistant Librarian

5.   From: The University of Durham, Centre for Middle Eastern & Islamic Studies, UK on 10 March 1987*

Thank you for your donation "Dreams in Islam".  I have passed this book onto the University Library Oriental Section as it will be more appropriately housed with their collections.

Yours sincerely,

(Signature)

Miss C.. h. bleaney

[this was personalised, handritten postcard]

6.   From:  The Manchester Grammar School,UK on 28 January 1987*

 Dear Sir,

I am returning your dissertation on The British Muslims since, after discussion with colleagues in the Philosophy department, we feel that there is no place for it in our school library.  

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to look at it.

Yours faithfully,

(Signature)

Lesley A. Wotton

(Paton Librarian)

7.   From: Sindhi Adabi Board, Sind University, New Campus, Jamshoro, Pakistan on 9 February 1987

Dear Sir,

On receipt of your letter dated 30.1.1987, I am to inform you that this Board has a large number of books already on hand for publication.  As such this Board will not be able to take up your books for publication.  

Yours sincerely,

(Signature)

(Mohammad Husain Turk)

Secretary

Sindhi Adabi Board

8.             From The Cultural Services Manager, City of Salford, UK on 3 January 1985

Dear  mr umar azam,

The papers which you left at eccles library have been forwarded to me, and I have been told that you would like the library to photocopy them, with a view to informing non-muslims about islam.

I have looked through the papers with great interest, and I must complement you on your scholarship and research.

However, I do not propose to agree to your proposal to photocopy them.  This would be a costly exercise, providing us with a copy of a document in a non-book format which would need to be kept in a reference library.  It would be seen by very few people and would not be a worthwhile project.

The librarians at eccles library tell me that they have already in stock general information on islam sufficient to answer enquiries which people make from time to time.  Also there are in various libraries translations of the quran.

Have you considered the possibility of publishing your research?  It would then, as a properly produced book, or books, be available in an attractive format, to many more people, and this would be a much more effective way of getting your message across.  

Thank you for affording me the opportunity to see your work.  I am returning the papers to eccles library so that you may collect them.

All good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

(signature)

m w devereux f.la., f.r.s.a.
9. From the librarian, selwyn college cambridge, uk on 8 may 1989 

dear mr azam, 
I’m sorry to take so long to answer your letter; AND I’M SORRY TO HAVE TO GIVE YOU WHAT IS BOUND TO BE IRRITATING NEWS.  BUT THE FACT IS THAT DESPITE THOROUGH AND REPEATED SEARCHES WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO LOCATE YOUR DISSERTATION (DREAMS IN ISLAM).  IN THELAST TWO YEARS WE HAVE BUILT A LIBRARY EXTENSION, MOVED MOST OF OUR BOOKS, MOVED THE LIBRARY OFFICE AND CHANGED LIBRARIAN THREE TIMES.  THE STAFF HAVE CHECKED IN ALL THE POSSIBLE PLACES; I HAVE CONTACTED ALL THE FORMER LIBRARIANS; AND WE HAVE CHECKED THE CATALOGUE, ACCESSIONS REGISTER, STACKS AND CUPBOARDS, BUT TO NO AVAIL.  ONE PERSON I CONSULTED HAD A DIM RECOLLECTION  THAT IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN PASSED TO A PREVIOUS CHAPLAIN, BUT HE IS NOW UNFORTUNATELY IN WORMWOOD SCRUBS (NAME OF A PRISON; WORKING THERE) AND I HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO CONTACT HIM.  NEEDLESS TO SAY, WHEN YOUR DISSERTATION FINALLY TURNS UP I SHALL LET YOU KNOW.  IN THE MEANTIME PLEASE ACCEPT MY APOLOGIES FOR ITS MYSTERIOUS AND PERPLEXING DISAPPEARANCE.  We do have a copy of your monograph on the british muslims, which has been added to our stock.  And we shall certainly also add the work on dreams when it reappears.
Yours sincerely,

(signature)

Max saunders


10.           From the deanship of library affairs, makkah al mukarramah, saudi arabia on 13 march 1988
Dear mr azam, 

Thank you for your letter which you have so kindly sent to us alongwith your book entitled dreams in islam.  The book has been added to the stock of the umm al-qura university library.

Yours sincerely,

(signature)

Dr a s qasimi

